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the greatest woolen centers, Breda is noted for its rayon factories, and
de Langstraat is important for leather and shoe production. Other
provinces also are important in industrial activity. North of Amster-
dam is the center of lumber manufacturing. Twente is noted for the
production of cotton textiles, while Amsterdam, Rotterdam and
Utrecht are all important for textile products. Around Rotterdam and
Amsterdam and along the rivers of the west are the great shipyards.
Recently a new center for the production of pig iron has grown up
along the North Sea Canal. The diamond cutting of Amsterdam em-
ploys comparatively few men, but turns out products which rank sec-
ond only to cotton textiles in value. Numerous other small industrial
centers are springing up all over the country, and while they detract
somewhat from its beauty, they add materially to its economic im-
portance.

TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

The internal and foreign commerce of the country is aided by its
excellent facilities for transportation. The deltaic influence is shown
by the dominance of waterways. There are some 5000 miles of navi-
gable canals and rivers, and these are extensively used. In addition,
there are 2277 miles of railways and 15,534 miles of roads. Per 1000
square miles of territory, The Netherlands thus has 385 miles of rail-
ways and 1195 miles of roads.

It is doubtful whether The Netherlands is surpassed in the density
of its transportation net by any nation throughout the world. The
country is also unusually well provided with commercial air routes.
From the point of view of passengers carried, mail and freight carried,
or distance flown, The Netherlands exceeds any small country through-
out the world, and is exceeded by only four of the large world powers.
The nation also operates the longest air line in the world. It extends
9195 miles, from Amsterdam to Bandoeng, Java.

Considering the extent of its commerce, it is not surprising that
The Netherlands should have a large merchant marine. In 1931 it had.
3,110,000 gross tons of seagoing vessels of 100 tons or over. This
places it eighth among the world powers and fifth among the nations
of Europe in merchant tonnage. In per capita tonnage it is surpassed
only by Norway. These vessels carry not only the goods of The Nether-
lands, but also those of other nations, thus bringing in an important
income to the country. The Dutch are able sailors and, in addition to